
7TH MEETING OF

FUNGAL INFECTIONS STUDY FORUM

MEETINGMINUTES

MEETING DATE: 01.05.2016
MEETING LOCATION: HOTEL RADISSON BLU, NEW DELHI



Following members attended the meeting.
1. Dr. Arunaloke Chakrabarti, Chandigarh
2. Dr. Atul Patel, Ahmedabad
3. Dr. Subhash Todi, Kolkata
4. Dr. Arvind Baronia, Lucknow
5. Dr. Prakash Shastri, New Delhi
6. Dr. Rajeev Soman, Mumbai
7. Dr. Tanu Singal, Mumbai
8. Dr. Shivaprakash M R, Chandigarh

Dr Shirish Prayag, Dr. Pradip Bhatacharya, Dr. Ram Gopal Krishan, Dr. O C
Abraham, Dr. Randeep Guleria, and Dr. Subhash Varma could not attend the
meeting.

Minutes of last meeting held on 14.11.2015 and 15.11.2015, Chandigarh
Minutes were circulated to all members. No comment or suggestion received from
members. The minutes was approved
(Action: No action required)

Recap of the last meeting
 Dr. Chakrabarti narrated the action taken in response to the decisions of the last

board meeting at Delhi.
 As discussed in the last meeting, Dr. Chakrabarti contacted Dr. Purnima and Dr.

Lavanya and informed the suggestion of board members. Both of them agreed to
suspend their membership till they return India. In lieu of Dr. Purnima and Dr.
Lavanya Natankalva, members felt to include substitute experts from Bengaluru
and Hyderabad only. At Hyderabad, it was decided to approach Dr Suneetha
Narreddy first, in case she declines Dr Subbalakshmi may be approached. From
Bengaluru Dr. Sriram Sampat of St. Johns will be approached. In case he declines,
substitute suggestion would be taken from him.
(Action: Dr. Chakrabarti)

 Other actions taken were discussed with separate agenda.

Financial Details of Mycology Masterclass, Kolkata
Dr. Shivaprakash presented the statements of the audited accounts since its inception in
2014. The report presented by him was accepted. he also presented the budget sanctioned
from the sponsors for two studies. He informed that he would file the returns for the
financial years 2014-15 and 2015-16. He emphasized that due to non-spending of the
reserve at FISF, considerable amount of income tax was paid. Similarly if the fund is not
utilized in the current year, income tax will rise. The issue was deliberated upon and it
was decided to spend money conducting studies and development of website etc. After
two years of income tax payment FISF would be able to apply for income tax exemption.
(Action: Dr. Shivaprakash)



Mycology Masterclass, 2016
Dr. Rajeev Soman informed the members regarding the plan proposed for Mycology
Masterclass, 2016. The masterclass would be held during November 11-13, 2016 at
Trident hotel, Mumbai with a half day workshop at Hinduja Hospital on November 10.
He presented the draft scientific program of the masterclass. The members appreciated
the program and suggested few changes. To raise fund, each member is requested to
approach sponsors and keep in touch with Mumbai organizers. To increase participants,
members are requested to encourage the clinical residents attending the conference.

FISF website
Dr. Pradip Bhattacharya informed the members that he had appointed one person for the
designing and maintenance of the website. The new website is developed under the new
domain fisftrust.org. The members discussed various methods to improve the quality of
the website and the suggestions will be communicated to Dr. Bhattacharya. Educative
materials such as year-end review, important paper on fungal infections etc. will be
posted the in the website. FISF may also provide expert consultation through the website.
All these possibilities will be looked in near future. Dr. Todi was requested to help Dr.
Bhattacharya in improving the website.
(Action: Dr. Pradip to further improve the website and all members to contribute
for the website. Dr. Todi to take special interest)

FISF Newsletter
Dr. Tanu displayed the newsletter she had designed. All the members appreciated Dr.
Tanu Singhal for her efforts. Few modification and additional contents were suggested.
There will be two issues every year. Regarding circulation of the newsletter, it was
decided that the following methods will be practiced

1. The newsletter will be prominently on the website
2. Interested doctors in the fungal infection area will be pooled. The soft copy of the

newsletter will be sent through their e-mail.
3. Newsletter will be printed with sponsorship. Dr. Rajeev will explore the sponsor.

The printed newsletter will be circulated through sponsors.
Members are requested to send articles to Dr. Tanu. They may encourage their clinical
fellows to write for the newsletter.
(Action: Dr. Tanu Singhal and Dr. Rajeev Soman)

Joint CME with Industry – report and future course of action
Dr. Shastri informed the CMEs held with the collaboration of sponsors. The members felt
that such joint CMEs may continue. He also informed that the next sponsored CME
would be at Nagpur.
(Action: Dr. Prakash Shastri)



Mucormycosis project report
Dr. Atul Patel presented the update on the progress of the study. He informed that a total
of 44 cases was enrolled from different centers. The sleeping centers will be requested to
enroll cases. The coordinator was requested to collect the data required for the propensity
study after discussing with Dr Subhash Todi.
(Action: Dr. Atul Patel)

Invasive mould infections in ICUs, report
Dr. Chakrabarti informed that the study started from 1st April 2016. He presented the
progress of this study. Till date only three centers have enrolled the cases, majority from
St. Johns Medical College, Bengaluru followed by PGIMER, Chandigarh. Dr Subhash
Todi informed about the limitation of the Bulpa criteria while enrolling the early
presentation of COPD cases. It was decided that all those COPD cases with single
galactomannan positive results may also be enrolled for the study, the results of which
would be analyzed later. The coordinator should send a reminder to all other participating
centers to enroll the cases.
(Action: Dr. Arunaloke Chakrabarti)

Other study proposals
Dr. Subhash Todi desired to conduct a study on PK/PD of fluconazole and voriconazole
along with polymorphism study for susceptibility in the Indian population. After
deliberation, members desired that Dr. Todi may develop the study protocol and FISF
will sponsor the study. The members felt that the study on the study on the
intraabdominal candidiasis including pancreatitis should be planned. Dr Arivind Baronia
was requested to plan the study which would be sponsored by the FISF.
(Action: Dr. Subhash Todi and Dr. Arvind Baronia)

Board meeting: It was proposed to hold the next board meeting during the Masterclass
at Mumbai in November, 2016. The meeting will be held in two halves on the evenings
of November 10 and 11, 2016. All members are requested to attend the meeting

without fail. They should reach Mumbai by afternoon of November 10 and the

meeting will be held at Trident, Mumbai.


